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This countywide Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) for Siskiyou County: 
 
V Was collaboratively developed.  Participants included interested residents and citizens, 

local fire departments, city and county leadership positions, state 

and federal suppression agencies and other land management entities of Siskiyou 

County.    

 

V Is designed to help communities identify and prioritize areas for hazardous fuel 

reduction treatments and recommends the types and methods of treat ment that will 

protect the communit ies of Siskiyou County. 

 

V Identifies current measures to reduce the ignitability of structures throughout the area 

addressed by the plan. 
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PLAN OVERVIEW  

This CWPP is a product of collaboration among citizens across Siskiyou County and serves as a 

guide with tools to h elp protect local communities to plan and prepare for wildfire impacts.  

Current policy and information are imperative as California faces unprecedented loss of life, 

property and natural resources to wildfire.  Fire Safe Council of Siskiyou County (FSCSC) has 

been central to project initiation  and leadership, with funding support from  CAL FIRE and United 

States Forest Service grants.  Extensive cooperative work includes communication amongst 

local fire departments, fire safe councils, state and federal agencies, county leadership 

positions, resource groups and general public.  

Requirements for a CWPP described by the Healthy Forest Restoration Act of 2001 are: 

1. Develop collaboratively 
2. Identif y and prioritize areas for hazardous fuel reduction treatments 
3. Recommend treatments to reduce structure ignitability  
 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

È PART I :    General Elements   

o Contains core Sections (1-9) of the CWPP that address general elements on a 

countywide scale providing a template or guidance for use in local level CWPPs.  An 

overview of t he element organization within sections is as follows: 
 

1. Sections 1-5:  CWPP Elements general in scope including: (address ówhat, 

where, when, whoô)  

× Introduction, Purpose, Objectives, Collaborative process, Policy 

× Siskiyou County background 

× Communities At Risk 

× Wildfire situation; ecology, climate, fire history, wildfire environment  

× Wildfire science/assessment   

2. Sections 6-8: Mitigation actions, implementation tools and funding sources 

including: (address óhowô) 

× Action planning - Preparedness, Strategy, Mitigations 

× Potential funding resources 

× Monitoring programs 

3. Section 9:  The development teamôs primary recommendations 

 

È PART II :    Planning Regions (1 -6)  

o Conveys wildfire assessment information (from Section 5) into six succinct 

geographical divisions of the County as delineated in the original (2008) CWPP. The 

divisions provide tools at a scale to better support local CWPP development. 

 

1. Butte Valley   3.  Salmon           5.  Shasta Valley 

2. Mid-Klamath   4.  Scott Valley       6.  Upper Sacramento  

 

È PART III :    Appendices  
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Klamathon Fire, Hornbrook 
 Courtesy of Patrick Titus, Cal OES 

SECTION 1 .     INTRODUCTION  

 

This Community Wildfire Protection Plan (CWPP) conveys a countywide wildfire assessment to 

achieve a common goal: expand community wildfire resilience for life safety and value 

protection.  Fire Safe Council of Siskiyou County initiated this plan update project which 

provides extensive new data and information currency.  As a science-based platform, this CWPP 

provides foundational guidance for communities' wildfire planning, effective mitigation strateg y 

and implementation actions.  Cooperative work by all citizens to accomplish adaptive measures 

that minimize potential wildfire hazard will progressively increase survivability factors in 

Wildland Urban Interface (WUI) settings . 

The years 2017-2018 marked Californiaôs most destructive 

and deadliest wildfire season on record.  In Siskiyou County, 

an unusually early July 5th (2018) ignition sparked the 

Klamathon fire, devastating the town of Hornbrook  and 

sending an unsettling course of concern throug hout 

suppression agencies.  A significant increase in wildfire 

incident size and complexity over the last several years has 

been accompanied by catastrophic losses including life, 

community structures, infrastructure, valuable timber 

resources and watersheds.  Factoring recent fire severity 

data, climate trends and ecosystem changes, the question is 

not if  a wildfire will burn , but when  it will burn . 

This plan fulfills an important role to better position all of 

Siskiyou Countyôs communities striving for federal and state 

level grants as well as other funding sources. 

 

1.1     PURPOSE OF T HE PLAN  

The primary purpose of this CWPP is to provide guidance that enhances protection of human 

life and to help Siskiyou County communities become more adaptable to wildfire , while reducing 

the wildfire threat to community values such as structures, critical in frastructure, businesses, 

and natural and historic resources.  This CWPP is designed to guide future actions by residents, 

property owners, business owners, homeowners associations, fire safe councils, agencies and 

citizens.  It will provide an u nderstanding of how to plan and implement specific actions to 

reduce wildfire threat, live more safely in a wildfire prone environment , and build more resilient 

communities. 

This CWPP will serve as a community resource for wildfire protection activities  and focus on the 

ability to adapt to safer living in wildland surroundings.  Effective project implementation is 

subject to available funding/capacity and the ability to  target identified high-hazard areas and 

fulfill  environmental review processes (i.e., California Environmental Quality Act).  
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Additionally, this plan serves to support existing local CWPPôs and/or provide a tool for 

communities that do not have the resources to develop a local CWPP.  This countywide CWPP 

offers a framework to assist Siskiyou Countyôs communities in their ability to compete for hazard 

reduction funding opportunities , including for the  30 Communities at Risk in the County as 

identified in the State Fire Marshalôs plan (see Section 4. for a discussion of Communities at 

Risk). 

 

1.2     GOALS AND OB JECTIVES  

Table 1 summarizes the key goals and objectives of this CWPP which were collaboratively 

defined and updated during interagency meetings and public workshops during the initial period 

of the planning process. 

Table 1 -  CWPP Goals and Objectives  

GOALS OBJECTIVES 

Reduce the wildfire threat to life 

and property  

 

¶ Provide guidance to identify specific areas with 
the greatest wildfire threat  

¶ Evaluation of  wildfire protection capabilities and 
safe evacuation needs 

¶ Deliver guidelines and mitigation strategies to 
reduce threats to life and property  

Imp art  proactive wildland fire 

safety measures to improve 

protection of communities and 

reduce excessive, hazardous fuel 

conditions  

¶ Identify strategies that reduce structure 
vulnerability through assessment of potential 
damage/loss from burning embers and a flaming 
fire front  

¶ Provide recommendations regarding ingress and 
egress routes throughout the County for 
incorporation into existing and future fuel 
treatment activities  

 

TERMINOLOGY TIP  
 

Hazard: A physical situation (fuels, weather, or topography) with potential for causing 

harm or damage as a result of wildland fire (Scott and Reinhardt, 2001).  
 

Risk: The chance of wildfire starting as determined by the presence and activity of a 

causative agent, i.e., lightning, equipment use, smoking, campfires, debris burning, 

railroads, power lines, incendiary or arson (Morris, 2000). 
 

Threat: A person or thing likely to cause damage or danger (Oxford English Dictionary). 
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1.3     PLANNING  PROCESS 

The development of a CWPP is a collaborative process by which community participants assess 

the wildfire threat, define their WUI boundaries, identify their communitiesô values at risk from 

wildfire, and then develop solutions to mitigate the wildfire thre at.  A key foundational 

document - the Healthy Forests Restoration Act of 2003 (HFRA) ï uses language carefully 

tailored to p rovide maximum flexibility for communities to determine the substance and detail of 

their individual community plans and the proced ures they use to develop them.  This CWPP 

establishes a larger (county-wide) scale framework which can help individual community 

planning efforts with important information such as currency in fire -related policy and area 

wildfire assessments across the County.  The CWPP planning process provides communities the 

autonomy to develop their own individual plans that influence where and how federal and state 

agencies implement fuel treatment activities on federal or state jurisdiction lands .  This plan is 

also an effective tool in the potential distribution of federal and/or state funds for a variety of 

wildfire protection projects . 

¶ Characterize hazard mitigation strategies and 
hazardous fuel reduction activities that enhance 
protection of values 

Provide public wildfire 

awareness and education as a 

necessary step for survival in the 

Wildland Urban Interface  

¶ Update existing policy, regulations and guidelines 
that address wildfire hazard/threat  

¶ Identify opportunities for property -owners to 
receive on-site education as it pertains to pre -fire 
prevention planning and living in the WUI  

Promote healthy forest 

landscapes , providing for 

improved water and air quality    

¶ Convey mitigation strategies that consider visual, 
resource and environmental quality 

¶ Address best management practices regarding 
natural and historic resources 

¶ Ensure the CWPP meets or exceeds the 
requirements of the Healthy Forests Restoration 
Act of 2003; address the importance of concerted 
actions regarding the increasingly problematic 
tree mortality issue  

Facilitate knowledge of national, 

state and county level fire 

planning and sources to finance 

activities  

¶ Provide information resources to enable citizens 
access to the latest plans and policies at all levels 

¶ Identify grant funding sources for wildfire 
mitigation and education projects 
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The CWPP planning process brings together broad and diverse local interests to identify and 

discuss mutual concerns related to public safety and community and natural resources 

sustainability.  The process provides a positive, solution-oriented environment in which to 

address the challenges of living in a community at risk from wildfire .  Because not all 

community members will attend workshops or meetings, it is important to provide multiple 

opportunities in which to solicit input, collect issues and concerns, and provide information 

related to the development of a CWPP.   

The HFRA specifies three minimum requirements for a CWPP, including:  

1. Collaboration.  A CWPP must be collaboratively developed.  Local officials and state 

officials must meaningfully involve federal agencies that manage land in the vicinity of 

the community and other interested parties, particularly non -governmental participants. 

2. Prioritized Fuel Reduction.  A CWPP must identify and prioritize areas for hazardous fuel 

reduction treatments on both federal and non -federal land and recommend the types 

and methods of treatment that, if completed, would reduce the ris k to the community.  

3. Treatment of Structural Ignitability .  A CWPP must recommend measures that 

homeowners and communities can take to reduce the ignitability of structures 

throughout the area addressed by the plan.   

The HFRA also requires that three entities must mutually agree on the final contents of a 

CWPP: 

1. The applicable local government entities (i.e., counties or cities)  

2. The local fire department(s)  

3. The state entity responsible for forest management  

In Siskiyou County, final approval of Community Wildfire Protection Plans is a duty of the Unit 

Chief of CAL FIRE Siskiyou. 

1.3.1    Siskiyou Countyôs Collaborative Approach 

A priority in the development of this CWPP was to engage community participation, utilizing an 

iterative and inclusive approach designed to educate participants on the CWPP planning 

process, encourage participation, and solicit a broad range of inputs. 

The initial collaborative effort began on May 18 , 2017 with a cooperative interagency 

meeting/workshop at CAL FIRE Siskiyou Unitôs Headquarter Office.  Representation at this 

meeting included: United States Forest Service (USFS), Shasta Trinity National Forest, and 

Rogue-Siskiyou National Forest; Tribal Representation; Shasta Nation; CAL FIRE Unit Chief; 

Siskiyou County Resource Officer; the McCloud local fire department; and Fire Safe Council of 

Siskiyou County.  FSCSC Chairperson provided opening remarks and introduced the CWPP 

development contract team Proactive Wildland Resources, who proceeded with a brief 

presentation of the CWPP planning process, the fire science elements, and examples of 

potential goals and objectives for the CWPP.  Participants took part in identifying issues and 

concerns.  Following the formal presentation , a question and answer period, an informal phase 
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of the workshop provid ed participants with the opportunity to talk with other representatives 

present on specific topics of interest or concern.  Index cards were offered and prov ided 

participants with an additional opportunity for comments and input .   

1.3.2    Public Outreach Process  

Five different public workshops were held in representative locations of the County to attempt 

to alleviate extensive travel for various community m embers.  These workshops utilized a 

format similar to that described above in the initial cooperative interagency workshop , with 

additional time allocated for the workshop station portion of the meeting .   

Public outreach for these five workshops occurred through direct emails, phone calls, radio 

announcements, postings of a press release in the Mount Shasta Herald and Siskiyou Daily 

News, and updates on the FSCSC Facebook page.   

Information on collaborativ e public workshops, interagency meetings, and participant comments 

is available in Appendix D. 

Pre -Work:  Public Workshop Dates and Locations  

¶ July 19, 2017 College of the Siskiyous, Weed CA 

¶ July 24, 2017 Seiad Valley Fire Department Hall, Klamath River, CA 

¶ August 15, 2017 Klamath National Forest Headquarters, Yreka, CA 

¶ September 12, 2017 Klamath National Forest, Goosenest Office, Macdoel, CA 

¶ September 28, 2017 Resource and Events Center, Fort Jones, CA 

1.3 .3     Public Review  and  Comm ent Period , Final Public Meeting  

After incorporating agency and public inputs, a draft CWPP was created and the document was 

posted for a 30-day public review period.  A final public meeting was held in Yreka for all 

interested parties to join and particip ate in presenting feedback, asking questions and voicing 

concerns. 

Final Public Meeting Date and Location   

¶ March 13, 2019 ï CAL FIRE Siskiyou Headquarters Office, Yreka CA    

1.3. 4    Fire Safe Council Role  

Fire Safe Councils (FSCs) are groups of concerned citizens who organize to provide education 

on fire safe programs, projects and planning ( see http://www.firesafecouncil.org  for more 

information).  They  work closely with local fire agencies and coordinate with community citizens 

to develop and implement wildfire protection priorities.  Local FSCs are grassroots community-

based organizations which share the objective of improving community resilience and reducing 

overall vulnerability to catastrophic wildfire.  They accomplish this through education programs 

and fuel reduction projects - actions that can improve citizenôs defensibility when faced with an 

advancing wildfire and provide for improved fire fighter safety.  The first local FSCôs started in 

the early 1990s, and there are now well over 100 around the state of California.   

http://www.firesafecouncil.org/
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Siskiyou Countyôs vast landscape and relatively low population base scattered through small 

rural towns and communities poses a challenging environment for implementing consistent 

wildland fire protection measures.  Fire Safe Councils began forming in Siskiyou County in the 

mid-1990ôs with many becoming established by the early- to mid-2000ôs.  Currently there are 22 

FSCôs identified in Siskiyou County by name (Table 2) and location (Figure 1). 

Table 2  -  Local FSCs  ï Alphabetical Order  

LOCAL FIRE SAFE COUNCILS ï SISKIYOU COUNTY 

Black Mountain Fire Safe Council Lower Scott River Road Fire Safe Council 

Butte Valley Fire Safe Council McCloud Fire Safe Council 

Copco/Bogus Fire Safe Council Mt.  Shasta Area Fire Safe Council 

Dunsmuir Fire Safe Council Orleans/Somes Bar Fire Safe Council 

French Creek Fire Safe Council Quartz Valley Area Fire Safe Council 

Greater Lake Shastina Fire Safe Council Rattlesnake Creek Fire Safe Council 

Greater Weed Area Fire Safe Council Salmon River Fire Safe Council 

Hammond Ranch Fire Safe Council Scott Bar Fire Safe Council 

Happy Camp Fire Safe Council Scott Valley Fire Safe Council 

Juniper Flat Fire Safe Council Seiad Valley Fire Safe Council 

Klamath River Fire Safe Council Yreka Fire Safe Council 

Note: For local FSC contact information, see Appendix F 
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Figure 1  ï Local FSCôs ï Geographical Location  

 

In 2002, FSCSC was formed with the intent to help in several aspects of coordination and 

assistance to the local FSCs.  Recognizing that areas not included in a local FSC were lacking 

assistance in planning, grant acquisition, project development and project implementation, the 

FSCSC initiated the process to establish the first countywide CWPP, published in 2008 and 

thereafter providing  a resource to all citizens in Siskiyou County for consistent information and 

guidance about wildland fire protection measures, policy, projects and potential funding 

mechanisms; and to all communities and  local FSCs in their own CWPP efforts.  This document 

supersedes the 2008 Siskiyou County CWPP. 

1.4     POLICY AND REGULA TORY FRAMEWORK  

Knowledge of policies and regulations ensure a path of compliance for the wildfire mitigation 

recommendations presented in this CWPP.  This CWPP is consistent with objectives and policies 

set forth in federal, state, and county policies and regulations.  Relevant policy information 

which is often referenced in wildfire planning and/or operations is listed and cited in this 

section.  Additional details and links to web sites and source information for the various policies 

summarized in this section can be found below each section. 

1.4.1     California Fire Management Agreement   

The 2018-2023 California Master Cooperative Wildland Fire Management and Stafford Act 

Response Agreement (CFMA) is the principal multi-agency agreement in California that 

documents a commitment to improve fire management efficiency by facilitating the coordination 

and exchange of personnel, equipment, supplies, services, information and funds among 

participating agencies.  Only wildland fire and non-wildland fire emergencies or disasters that 

are Presidentially-declared are covered. 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd576218.pdf 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fseprd576218.pdf
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Lands where State and Federal Agencies are responsible for wildland fire protection are often 

intermingled and/or adjacent .  Wildland fires on these lands may present a threat to land of the 

other agency.  It is to the mutual advantage of the a gencies participating in the CFMA to 

coordinate efforts in the investigation, prevention, detection and response to wildland fire and 

for projects related to fuels management, including prescribed fire in and adjacent to their 

areas of responsibility.  This improves efficiency and effectiveness and reduces duplication.  

Table 3 provides a short summary of the key definitions contained in the CFMA that are central 

to understanding Agency responsibilities and the policies and regulations discussed below. 

Table 3  ï Key Definitions in the CFMA  

KEY DEFINITIONS IN THE CFMA 

Direct Protection Areas (DPAs)  
Intermingled and adjacent lands delineated by 

boundaries regardless of jurisdictional agency. 

Wildfire protection in these areas are negotiated, 

created and agreed to by the administrative units of 

either the Federal Agencies or the State. 

Federal Responsibility Area (FRA)  
Areas for which Federal Agencies are responsible 

for wildland fire protection under various federal 

laws. 

State Responsibility Area (SRA)  
Sometimes called State and Private lands, these are 

areas for which the State is responsible for wildland 

fire protection under California Public Resources 

Code Sections 4125 and 4127. 

Local Responsibility Areas (LRA)  
Lands in which a local government agency is 

responsible for all fire protection. These lands are 

not part of the CFMA. 

 

Further detail regarding Siskiyou County area agency DPAôs and general fire protection and 

suppression response is addressed in Section 2.3.1. 

 

 

 

NOTE 
 

The CFMA is an important agreement  listed prior to the documentation of other policy 

because it is essential to understanding the interaction of respective agencies in their roles 

and responsibilities during an emergent wildfire response as well as other aspects of 

wildland fire management. 
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1.4. 2    Federal Level Policy   

Disaster Mitigation Act (2000 ïpresent)  

Section 104 of the Disaster Mitigation Act of 2000 (Public Law 106-390) enacted Section 322 - 

Mitigation Planning of the Robert T.  Stafford Disaster Relief and Emergency Assistance Act - 

that created incentives for state and local entities to coordinate hazard mitigation planning and 

implementation efforts,  and is an important source of funding for fuels mitigation efforts 

through federal hazard mitigation grants.  

https://www.fema.gov/media -library/assets/documents/4596 

 

National Incident Management System (NIMS)  

NIMS provides a systematic, proactive approach to guide government agencies, 

nongovernmental organizations, and the private sector to work together to prevent, respond to, 

recover from, and mitigate the effects of incidents, regardless of cause, size, location, or 

complexity, in order to reduce the loss of life and property and harm to the environ ment.  The 

NIMS improves a communityôs ability to prepare for and respond to potential incidents and 

hazard scenarios. 

https://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nims/NIMS_brochure.pdf  

 

Nati onal Fire Plan (NFP) 2000  

The summer of 2000 marked a historic milestone in wildland fire records for the United States .  

Dry conditions across the western United States led to destructive wildfire events on an 

estimated 7.2 million acres, nearly double the 10-year average.  Costs in damages including fire 

suppression activities were approximately 2.1 billion dollars.  Congressional direction called for 

substantial new appropriations for wildland fire management .  This resulted in action plans, 

interagency strategies, and the Western Governor's Association's ñA Collaborative Approach for 

Reducing Wildland Fire Risks to Communities and the Environment - A 10-Year Comprehensive 

Strategy - Implementation Planò, which collectively became known as the National Fire Plan.  

This plan places a priority on collaborative work within communities to reduce their risk from 

large-scale wildfires. 

https://www.fs.fed.us/database/budgetoffice/NFP_f inal32601.pdf 

 

Healthy Forest Initiative (HFI) 2002  and  Healthy Forest Restoration Act (HFRA) 

2003  

Enacted in August 2002, the intent of the H FI was to reduce severe wildfire risks that threaten 

people, communities, and the environment.  Congress then passed the HFRA on December 3, 

2003 to provide the additional administrative tools needed to implement the HFI .  The HFRA 

strengthened efforts to restore healthy forest conditions near communities by authorizing 

measures such as expedited environmental assessments for hazardous fuels projects on federal 

land.  This Act emphasized the need for federal agencies to work collaboratively with 

communities in developing hazardous fuel reduction projects, and places priority on fuel 

treatments identified by communities themselves in their CWPPs. 

https://www.fema.gov/media-library/assets/documents/4596
https://www.fema.gov/pdf/emergency/nims/NIMS_brochure.pdf
https://www.fs.fed.us/database/budgetoffice/NFP_final32601.pdf
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https://www.fs.fed.us/projects/hfi/       

https://www.forestsandrangelands.gov/resources/overview/hfra -implementation12-2004.shtml 

 

Quadrennial Fire Review  (2014 )    

The Quadrennial Fire Review is a strategic assessment process conducted every four years to 

evaluate current mission strategies and capabilities against best estimates of future 

environment for wildland fire management .  This integrated review is a joint effort of the five 

federal natural resource management agencies and their state, local, and tribal partners that 

constitute the wildland fire management community.  The objective is to create an integrated 

strategic vision document for fire management.  

https://www.nifc.gov/policies/pol_ref_QFR.html  

 

National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy  (2014)  

The National Cohesive Wildland Fire Management Strategy was initiated in 2009 as a strategic 

push to work collaboratively among all stakeholders and across all landscapes, using best 

science, to make meaningful progress towards the three goals: resilient landscapes, fire 

adapted communities, and safe and effective wildfire response.  Its vision is to safely and 

effectively extinguish wildfire when needed; use wildfire where allowable; manage our natural 

resources; and as a nation, to live with wildland fire.   The work culminated in the National 

Strategy document, published in 2014. 

https://www.forestsandrangelands.gov/strategy/  

 

National Fire Protection Association  

The NFPA maintains numerous codes and standards that provide direction on development in 

the WUI including:  

¶ NFPA 1, Fire Code, Chapter 17  

¶ NFPA 1141, Standard for Fire Protection Infrastructure for Land Development in 

Suburban and Rural Areas  

¶ NFPA 1142, Standard on Water Supplies for Suburban and Rural Fire Fighting  

¶ NFPA 1143, Standard for Wildland Fire Management  

¶ NFPA 1144, Standard for Reducing Structure Ignition Hazards from Wildland Fire 
 

https://www.nfpa.org/  

 

National Environmental Policy  Act (NEPA)  

An important and required element in project planning phases, the NEPA is a United States 

environmental law that promotes the enhancement of the environment and established 

the President's Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ).  The law was enacted on January 1, 

1970.  NEPA covers a vast array of federal agency actions, but the act does not apply to state 

action where there is a complete absence of federal influence or funding.  

https://ceq.doe.gov/  
 

https://www.fs.fed.us/projects/hfi/
https://www.forestsandrangelands.gov/resources/overview/hfra-implementation12-2004.shtml
https://www.nifc.gov/policies/pol_ref_QFR.html
https://www.forestsandrangelands.gov/strategy/
https://www.nfpa.org/
https://ceq.doe.gov/
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1.4. 3    State Level Policy  

(NOTE: See Section 1.4.1 for California Fire Master Agreement policy) 

California Strategic Fire Plan (Version 2018)  

The Strategic Fire Plan is one of the preeminent policies specified by the Board.  The Board has 

adopted these Plans since the 1930s and periodically updates them to reflect current and 

anticipated needs.  Over time, as the environmental, social, and economic landscape of 

Californiaôs wildlands has changed, the Board has evolved the Strategic Fire Plan to better 

respond to these changes and to provide CAL FIRE with appropriate guidance ñéfor adequate 

statewide fire protection of state responsibility areasò (PRC Ä 4130).  This 2018 Plan reflects 

CAL FIREôs focus on (1) fire prevention and suppression activities to protect lives, property, and 

ecosystem services, and (2) natural resource management to maintain the stateôs forests as a 

resilient carbon sink to meet Californiaôs climate change goals and to serve as important habitat 

for adaptation and mitigation.  

http://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/pub/fireplan/fpupload/fpppdf1614.pdf  

 

State of California Hazard Mitigation Plan (Version 2013; update in progress) 

The purpose of the State Hazard Mitigation Plan (SHMP) is to significantly reduce deaths, 

injuries, and other losses attributed to both natural  and humanȤcaused hazards in California.  

The SHMP provides guidance for hazard mitigation activities emphasizing partnerships among 

local, state, and federal agencies as well as the private sector. 

https://www.caloes.ca.gov/HazardMitigationSite/Documents/002 -

2018%20SHMP_FINAL_ENTIRE%20PLAN.pdf 

 

Public Resource Code Sections 4125 -4137 ï Fire Protection Responsibilities  

This policy defines suppression and prevention roles and responsibilities of the incumbent 

agencies within and across administrative boundaries.  Fire protection responsibility area 

designations directly correlate to specific financial responsibility for wildfire prevention and 

suppression actions.  Area mutual aid agreements and assistance agreements are reviewed on 

a regular (annual) basis, to ensure accuracy in updates and procedures. 
 

TERMINOLOGY TIP  
 

CAL FIRE: The State of California's agency responsible for fire protection in State 

Responsibility Areas totaling 31 million acres, as well as the administration of the Stateôs 

private and public forests.  CAL FIRE was formerly referred to as the California Department 

of Forestry and Fire Protection (CDF), which designation continues to appear frequently in 

references and documentation. 
 

The Board:  State Board of Forestry and Fire Protection,  

CAL FIREôs policy-development arm. 

http://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/pub/fireplan/fpupload/fpppdf1614.pdf
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/HazardMitigationSite/Documents/002-2018%20SHMP_FINAL_ENTIRE%20PLAN.pdf
https://www.caloes.ca.gov/HazardMitigationSite/Documents/002-2018%20SHMP_FINAL_ENTIRE%20PLAN.pdf
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https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&titl

e=&part=2.&chapter=1.&article=3  

 

Public Resource Code Sections 4201 -4204 ï Fire Hazard Severity Zones  

Provides for the classification of lands within State Responsibility Areas (SRA ï see Section 2.2.1 

for details) in accordance with the severity of fire hazard present for the purpose of identifying 

measures to be taken to slow wildfire rates of spread and to reduce the potential intensity of 

uncontrolled fires that threaten to destroy resources, life, or property .  These measures are part 

of an overall strategy to implement community adaptability in the wildfire environment.  
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title

=&part=2.&chapter=1.&article=9  

 

Public Resources Code Section 4290   

This provision grants authority to the Board to develop and implement fire safety standards for 

defensible space on SRA lands.  These regulations apply to the perimeters and access to all 

residential, commercial, and industrial building construction within state responsibility areas 

approved after January 1, 1991. 
  

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4290.&lawCode

=PRC 

 

Public Resources Code Section 4291 and C alifornia Code of Regulations (CCR)  

1299.1   

A state law, effective in January 2005, this section extends the required defensible space 

clearance around homes and structures from 30 feet to 100 feet for wildfire protection .  The 

code applies to all lands that have flammable vegetation.  The regulations include several 

requirements for how the vegetation surrounding buildings and structures should be managed 

to create defensible space. 
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4291.&lawCode

=PRC 

 

Public Resources Code 4292 -93 , 4296 and 14 CCR 1256: Fire Prevention for 

Electrical Utilities  

These statutes and regulations address the vegetation clearance standards for electrical utilities.  

They include the standards for clearing around energy lines and conductors such as power line 

hardware and power poles.  These regulations are critical to wildland fire safety because of the 

substantial number of power lines in wildlands, the historic source of fire ignitions associated 

with power lines, and the extensive damage that results from wildfires caused by power lines in 

severe wind conditions. 
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=4.&chapter=3.&part=2

.&lawCode=PRC 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title=&part=2.&chapter=1.&article=3
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title=&part=2.&chapter=1.&article=3
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title=&part=2.&chapter=1.&article=9
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title=&part=2.&chapter=1.&article=9
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4290.&lawCode=PRC
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4290.&lawCode=PRC
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4291.&lawCode=PRC
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?sectionNum=4291.&lawCode=PRC
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=4.&chapter=3.&part=2.&lawCode=PRC
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?division=4.&chapter=3.&part=2.&lawCode=PRC
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Public Resource Code Section 4296.5 ï Railroads ï CCR 1290 Railroad Right -Of-

Ways  

Established in 1999, this code empowers the Board Director to adopt regulations establishing 

fire prevention and hazard reduction standards that any Railroad Corporation or person owning 

a Railroad in this state must abide by.  The resulting formulated PRC 4296.5 regulations are 

found in the California Code of Regulations (CCRôs), Title 14; Article 2; Sections 1290 through 

1295. 
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&sectionNum=
4296.5 
 
Public Resource Code Section 4421 -4446 ï Prohibited Activities  

This series of codes specifies the prohibited human actions regarding setting fire or causing fire 
to be set to any forest, brush, or other flammable material which is on any land that is not his 
own, or under his legal control, without the permission of the owner, lessee, or agent of the 
owner or lessee of the land.  Proper burn permitting needs are identified.  Prohibited actions 
involving use of noncompliant industrial and/or mechanical equipment is also cited.  
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title
=&part=2.&chapter=6.&arti cle=2 
 
Public Resource Code Sections 4475 -4480 ï Dep artment  of Forestry Burning 

Contracts  

Discloses how the Board Director may enter into an agreement for prescribed burning or other 
hazardous fuel reduction that is consistent with this chapter and the reg ulations of the Board 
with either the owner or any other person who has legal control of any property, any public 
agency with regulatory or natural resource management authority over any property that is 
included within any wildland, or any nonprofit organ ization; given that the burn complies with 
specified set of purposes. 
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title
=&part=2.&chapter=7.&article=2  
 
Public Resource Codes 4491 -4494 ï Private Burning of lands Under Permit  

Cooperation by CAL FIRE, as provided in this article, is declared to be for a public purpose when 

a private person desires to use prescribed burning as a means of converting brush-covered 

lands into forage lands or to help meet wildland management goals, which has as its objective 

the prevention of high intensity wildland fires, watershed management, range improvement, 

vegetation management, forest improvement, wildlife habitat improvement, restoring ecological 

integrity and resilience, community wildfire protection, carbon resilience, enhancement of 

culturally important resources, and maintenance of air quality, o r any combination thereof . 
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/fac es/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title
=&part=2.&chapter=7.&article=3  
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&sectionNum=4296.5
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&sectionNum=4296.5
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title=&part=2.&chapter=6.&article=2
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title=&part=2.&chapter=6.&article=2
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title=&part=2.&chapter=7.&article=2
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title=&part=2.&chapter=7.&article=2
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title=&part=2.&chapter=7.&article=3
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title=&part=2.&chapter=7.&article=3
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Public Resources Code 4741  - Wildland Fire Prevention and Vegetation 

Management   

In accordance with policies established by The Board, CAL FIRE shall assist local governments 

in preventing future wildland fire and vegetation management problems by making its wildland 

fire prevention and vegetation management expertise available to local governments to the 

extent possible within the departmentôs budgetary limitations.  Department of Forestry 

recommendations shall be advisory in nature and local governments shall not be required to 

follow such recommendations. 
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title
=&part=2.&chapter=10.&article=8  
 
2016 California Fire Code  

This code establishes regulations affecting or relating to structures, processes, premises and 
safeguards regarding residences and historic buildings.  The code includes: 1) hazards of fire 
and explosion arising from the storage, handling or use of structures, materials or devices; 2) 
conditions hazardous to life, property or public welfare in the occupancy of structures or 
premises; 3) fire hazards in the structure or on the premises from occupancy or operation; 4) 
matters related to the construction, extension, repair, alteration or removal of fire suppression 
or alarm systems; and 5) conditions affecting the safety of fire fighters and emergency 
responders during emergency operations.  Most of these codes are available in full at the 
following CAL FIRE web site. 
 

http://www.fire.ca.gov/fire_prevention/fire_prevention_wildland_codes  
 
California Building Code 2016  Chapter 7A (includes section 705A ï roofing)  

Establishes minimum standards for the protection of life and property by i ncreasing the ability 

of a building located in any FHSZ within SRA or any WUI fire area to resist the intrusion of 

flames or burning embers projected by a vegetation fire and contributes to a systematic 

reduction in conflagration losses. 
 

http://www.fire.ca.gov/fire_prevention/downloads/ICC_2009_Ch7A_2007_rev_1Jan09_Supplem
ent.pdf 
 
California Code of Regulations Title 14, 1270.04  (relates to PRC 4290)   

This subchapter specifies the following directives:  (a) local jurisdictions shall provide the Board 

Director with notice of applications for building permits, tentative parcel maps, tentative maps, 

and use permits for construction or development within  a SRA, (b) the Board Director shall 

review and make fire protection recommendations on applicable construction or development 

permits or maps provided by the local jurisdiction, and (c) the local jurisdiction shall ensure  that 

the applicable sections of this subchapter become a condition of approval of any applicable 

construction or development permit or map .   

http://www.fire.ca.gov/fire_prevent ion/downloads/Title_14.pdf  
 

 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title=&part=2.&chapter=10.&article=8
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=PRC&division=4.&title=&part=2.&chapter=10.&article=8
http://www.fire.ca.gov/fire_prevention/fire_prevention_wildland_codes
http://www.fire.ca.gov/fire_prevention/downloads/ICC_2009_Ch7A_2007_rev_1Jan09_Supplement.pdf
http://www.fire.ca.gov/fire_prevention/downloads/ICC_2009_Ch7A_2007_rev_1Jan09_Supplement.pdf
http://www.fire.ca.gov/fire_prevention/downloads/Title_14.pdf
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California Code of Regulations Title 24  (published July 1, 2016; with an effective date of 

January 1, 2017)   

This code is reserved for state regulations that govern the design and construction of buildings, 

associated facilities and equipment.  These regulations are also known as building standards 

(per California Health and Safety Code Section 18909).  Health and Safety Code Section 18902 

gives CCR Title 24 the name California Building Standards Code.  Title 24 applies to all building 

occupancies and related features and equipment; contains requirements for structural, 

mechanical, electrical, and plumbing systems; requires measures for energy conservation, 

green design, construction and maintenance, fire and life safety, and accessibility. 
 

http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/strucfireengineer/pdf/bml/t -19.pdf 
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Codes 
 
Government Code 51175 -51189: Chapter 6.8 -  Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones  

This code defines Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zones (VHFHSZ) and designates lands 

considered by the State to be a very high fire hazard.  The purpose of this chapter is to classify 

lands in the state in accordance with whether a very high fire hazard is present so that public 

officials are able to identify measures that will retard the rate of spread, and reduce the 

potential intensity, of uncontrolled fires that threaten to destroy resources, life, or property, and 

to require that those measures be taken.   For more detail and a discussion regarding wildland 

fire hazard severity in general and VHFHSZôs specifically, see Section 5.1. 
 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=1.&titl
e=5.&part=1.&chapter=6 .8.&article 
 

Government Code 51189: WUI Building Standards  (referenced from Ch. 6.8 in paragraph 

above, for emphasis) 

This code directs the Office of the State Fire Marshal to create building standards for wildland 

fire resistance.  The code includes measures that increase the likelihood of a structure 

withstanding intrusion by fire (such as building design and construction requirements that use 

fire-resistant building materials) and provides protection of structure projections (such as 

porches, decks, balconies and eaves) and structure openings (such as attics, eave vents, and 

windows).  For more detail and further discussion on WUI building standards, see Section 5.4. 
 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum
=51189  
 
Government Code 65302.5: General Plan Fire Safety Element Review  

This statute requires the Board to provide recommendations to a local jurisdictionôs General 
Plan fire safety element at the time that the General Plan is amended.  While not a direct and 
binding fire prevention requirement for individuals, General Plans that adopt the Board's 
recommendations will include goals and policies that provide for contemporary fire prevention 
standards for the jurisdiction.  
 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes _displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum
=65302.5  

http://osfm.fire.ca.gov/strucfireengineer/pdf/bml/t-19.pdf
https://www.dgs.ca.gov/BSC/Codes
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=1.&title=5.&part=1.&chapter=6.8.&article
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&division=1.&title=5.&part=1.&chapter=6.8.&article
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=51189
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=51189
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=65302.5
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displaySection.xhtml?lawCode=GOV&sectionNum=65302.5
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California  Health and Safety Code: DIVISION 12 .  FIRES AND FIRE PROTECTION; 

Chapter 1 Liability in Relation to Fires ; Section 13000    

Every person is guilty of a misdemeanor who allows a fire kindled or attended by him to escape 
from his control or to spread to the lands of any person other than the builder of the fire 
without using every reasonable and proper precaution to prevent the fire from escaping.  
 

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&division=12.&titl
e=&part=1.&chapter=1.&arti cle 
 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)   

The 1970 CEQA has evolved into one of the most prominent components of community 

planning in California.  It requires state and local agencies to follow a protocol of analysis and 

public disclosure of environmental impacts in proposed projects and to include feasible 

measures to mitigate those impacts.  Proposed hazardous fuel treatment projects 

recommended in community or countywide level CWPPs must comply with CEQA regulations. 
 

https://oag.ca.gov/environment/ceqa  
 

Senate Bill 979: Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Act of 

2014: Protecting Rivers, Lakes, Streams, Coastal Waters, and Watersheds  

This Act is a useful reference during planning and implementation of fuel treatment projects to 

reduce wildfire risk, because it can help to ensure those projects account for the protection and 

restoration of Californiaôs rivers, lakes, streams and watersheds, protect watersheds tributary to 

water storage facilities, and promote watershed health .  It also determines priorities for water 

security, climate, and drought preparation.  
 

https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB979 
 
California Civil Code  1103.C.3 : Law  Governing Natural Hazard Disclosure  

TRANSFER OF REAL PROPERTY: Disclosure of Natural and Environmental Hazards: Article (3) A 

transferor of real property that is located within a very high fire hazard severity zone, 

designated pursuant to Section 51178 of the Government Code, shall disclose to any 

prospective transferee the fact that the property is located within a very high fi re hazard 

severity zone and is subject to the requirements of Section 51182 of the Government Code. 

(details go on to include):  (A) information regarding property transferor  (B) information 

regarding agency, county assessor and map documentation. 
 

https://california.public.law/codes/ca_civ_code_section_1103 

  

http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&division=12.&title=&part=1.&chapter=1.&article
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=HSC&division=12.&title=&part=1.&chapter=1.&article
https://oag.ca.gov/environment/ceqa
https://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/billNavClient.xhtml?bill_id=201720180SB979
https://california.public.law/codes/ca_civ_code_section_1103
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1.4.4    Local Policy  

 

Unit Strategic Fire Plan, Siskiyou Unit, CAL FIRE (version 201 7)  

This CAL FIRE plan is a framework established to protect the people and resources of Siskiyou 

County.  The plan covers 1.2 million acres, approximately 32 percent of Siskiyou County lands.  

It provides specific pre-fire planning and suppression strategy guidance for each of CAL FIREôs 

four area Battalions: Scott Valley, Shasta Valley, Butte Valley/Weed and McCloud. 
 

http://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/fire_er/fpp_planning_plans_details?plan_id=281  

 

Siskiyou County Code of Ordinances; Title  3: Chapter  ï Fire Hazards and Fire Permits  

This chapter is known as the "Siskiyou County Fire Control and Fire Hazard Regulations".  The 

purpose of this chapter is to further the public interest, welfare, and safety by providing 

regulations concerning the maintenance of flammable materials including fire breaks and 

enforcement and other fire hazards.  It  also addresses the requirement of fi re permits in the 

unincorporated area of the County. 
 

https://library.municode.com/ca/siskiyou_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT3P USA

_CH3FIHAFIPE 

  

http://cdfdata.fire.ca.gov/fire_er/fpp_planning_plans_details?plan_id=281
https://library.municode.com/ca/siskiyou_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT3PUSA_CH3FIHAFIPE
https://library.municode.com/ca/siskiyou_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT3PUSA_CH3FIHAFIPE
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SECTION 2 .     COUNTY OVERVIEW  
 

Siskiyou County lies at the northern end of California and at the southern end of the Klamath 

Mountains (see Figure 2).  It  covers approximately 4,017,850 acres and is divided 

approximately into eastern and western halves by Interstate 5, with the larger population 

centers occurring along the highway.  The population is 43,853 (U.S. Census Bureau, 2017) 

with approximately 54% residing in unincorporated communities (California Department of 

Finance, 2011).  Of the 33 communities in the County, 9 are incorporated cities or towns.   

The western half of the County is mountainous and relatively undeveloped.  The area is 

dominated by steep mountains and numerous rivers, although it is the home of the Scott Valley, 

which is an agricultural center.  Dominant industries include timber harvesting, mining and 

ranching.  Hunting, fishing, camping and backpacking attract many visitors to the area .   

Approximately 60% of lands in the County are managed by five National Forests ï Klamath 

(KNF), Shasta-Trinity (SHF), Modoc (MDF), Six Rivers (SRF), and Rogue-Siskiyou (RSF); with 

KNF and SHF in a primary federal management role.  Additional public land management 

includes the U.S. Bureau of Land Management, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, U.S. Bureau of 

Reclamation, National Park Service, U.S. Bureau of Indian Affairs, California State Land 

Commission, and California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 

Siskiyou County is a desirable destination for outdoor recreation as well as for new age travelers 

and artists of many types.  Its  historic small towns have found many ways to attract  visitors.  

Tourists, and some residents, are often unaware of the areaôs fire history and high likelihood of 

future wildfire .  The combination of warm, dry weath er in the summer combined with lightning 

from thunderstorms contributes to numerous fires each year .  Human-caused fires in WUI areas 

are increasingly problematic. 

Figure 2 - Siskiyou County Location  

 



22 | P a g e                                      C W P P  S i s k i y o u  C o u n t y  2 0 1 9 
 

2.1     GEOGRAPHIC SCOPE | P LANNING REGIONS  

Due to its extensive size and complexity, Siskiyou County is divided into six sub-sections for 

planning and organization purposes (a decision made during development of the 2008 

CWPP).  In this updated CWPP, these same geographic divisions have been maintained, with 

each individual subsection termed a ñPlanning Regionò (PR).  Each PR has a title based on a 

primary or known geographic feature.   The intent of this methodology is to direct the  wildfire 

assessment to features and needs of a focused area and produce a more meaningful and useful 

set of planning tools.   The data and information provided in these PRs will be of considerable 

value to each of the communities within  them by providing updated tools to include in their 

local CWPPs. 

The six PRs depicted in Figure 3 are Butte Valley; Mid-Klamath; Salmon; Scott Valley; Shasta 

Valley; and Upper Sacramento.  See Part II . Planning Regions (1-6) for detailed PR 

assessments. 

Figure 3  ï Planning Regions  

 

In these updated assessments, past fire behavior considerations in two of the six PRs (Mid-

Klamath and Upper Sacramento) prompted an additional sub-division option due to substantial 

geographic differences that affect fire growth potential.   Further discussion of this aspect is 

found in the individual PR sections for those two regions. 
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2.2     VALUES AT RISK  

A communityôs values include structures, critical infrastructure, businesses, and other tangible 

elements; but values can also include intangible elements such as natural resources, sensitive 

species, cultural and historical resources, visual resources, and how residents feel about their 

community and the landscapes around them.   

Although intangible values are difficult to address in mitigating wildfire hazard and risk, ac tions 

can be taken to protect those values by developing strategies that reduce the wildfire threat 

overall.  The challenge for Siskiyou County is to balance the level of hazard mitigation work 

required to protect one set of values without compromising oth ers. 

Siskiyou Countyôs community members who participated in early public meetings emphasized 

the importance of protecting the following key values: 

¶ Life Safety 

¶ Homes/Structures/Neighborhoods  

¶ Critical Infrastructure  and Municipal Facilities 

¶ Natural and Historic Resources  

¶ Recreation Amenities/Facilities 

Actions to protect these values are discussed in more detail in Section 6.2. Protecting Values. 

2.2 .1     Life Safety  

Siskiyou Countyôs highest priority in the event of wildland fire is human life safety and the 

physical well-being of all people in the community.  Recent wildfires that have threatened the 

County ï including the 2014 Boles and the 2018 Klamathon and Delta fires - resulted in public 

evacuations, firefighter and civilian injuries , and one civilian death. 

The complex nature of this Countyôs WUI presents numerous life safety issues to consider 

during a wildfire, including decisions regarding evacuation, transport of vulnerable or functional-

needs populations, locations of temporary shelters, access and egress issues, restricted and/or 

congested transportation systems, lack of defensible space, and structure vulnerability.  Based 

on U.S. Census Bureau population density data, the Mount Shasta area has the highest 

concentration of individual s in the County, followed by areas north along Interstate 5, Highway 

3 in Scott Valley, and Highway 97 in Butte Valley; and south on Highway 89 (see Section 4. 

Communities at Risk, Figure 20 Siskiyou County Communities at Risk with WUI Boundaries). 

Often during wildfire events, emergency responders issue evacuation notifications to residents, 

visitors, and business owners for protection of their life safety .  A few individuals may choose 

not to evacuate immediately and stay to defend their properties, or decide to shelter in place 

until the fire danger passes (see Section 6. Action Plan Guidance for details).  Some residents 

believe a secondary evacuation notification will be issued prior to conditions becoming truly life 

threatening.  These actions can put the lives of these individuals - as well as those of 

firefighters and law enforcement personnel - at risk.   
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Vulnerable or functional-needs populations have special needs and may be less likely to respond 

to, cope with, and recover from a wildfire .  These individuals are also less likely to get involved 

in wildfire mitigation activities (Ojeri o, 2008).  In 2016, the United States Census Bureau 

estimated that Siskiyou County had approximately 8,800 

disabled residents (http://factfinder.census.gov ).   

Age, along with physical and mental limitations, can restrict 

mobility, making it more difficult for these  individuals to 

evacuate in a disaster.  Lack of financial resources may hinder 

the ability for low -income populations to invest in emergency 

preparedness or mitigation measures as well as recover from 

loss.  Language issues can result in communication barriers to 

evacuation or support services.  Planning for vulnerable or 

functional-needs populations is important to consider and 

gauge.   

Another life safety consideration is the presence of short-term 

residents, visitors, and/or guests.  It is unknown how many 

people visit the Siskiyou County area at any given time, but 

hiking trails, businesses, hotels, recreation facilities/amenities, 

short and long-term home rentals, and vacation homes pose 

another element of risk.  Individuals enjoying these attractions and lodgings are likely not 

familiar with the wildfire threat, road systems, evacuation routes in specific, or generally what 

to do in the event of evacuation .  In addition, they may bring with them inaccurate notions of a 

wildfire and operational responses and capabilities.  There is also a significant transient 

population that is difficult to track or alert to emergency situations .   

Pets, service animals, and large domestic animals are also vulnerable populations when 

considering evacuation planning.  Animals can become frightened and more difficult to manage 

during a wildfire , and many emergency shelters and evacuation centers deny admission to pets 

for health and safety concerns (with th e exception of service animals).  Pets and large domestic 

animals can face death or suffering due to poor disaster planning by their human caretakers .    

Furthermore, people have risked their lives and the lives of others to save their pets .  

Homeowners may be unwilling to evacuate or enter a shelter during an emergency without 

their animals, instead choosing to remain in harmôs way. 

 

2.2.2     Homes/Structures/Neighborhoods  

Structure and property loss due to wildfire is noted in Siskiyou 

Countyôs historical records since the early 1900ôs.  The sobering 

reality of this destruction in recent years occurred during the 2014 

Boles Fire and 2018 Klamathon Fire.  During the Klamathon blaze, 

over 1,511 people were forced to evacuate as the fire started 

southeast of Hornbrook and quickly raced out of control, pushed by 

hot, dry wind.  

Whether or not a structure survives depends primarily on exterior 

construction material, structure design, housing density, placement 

NOTE 
 

Vulnerable or functional-

needs populations include 

those who are physically 

and/or mentally disabled 

(blind, cognitive disorders, 

mobility limitations), limited 

or non-English speaking, 

culturally isolated, medically 

or chemically dependent, 

homeless, deaf and hard-of-

hearing, frail elderly, and 

children. 

2018 Klamathon Fire, 

Hornbrook area 
Courtesy of Patrick Titus, Cal 

OES 

http://factfinder.census.gov/
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relative to nearby homes, geographic location, and whether the structure has adequate 

defensible space.   

Most housing in Siskiyou County consists of single family homes on lots that vary widely in size.  

The greatest densities of homes are in small cities and rural towns (see Figure 4) where homes 

are more tightly spaced, allowing a wildfire to more easily spread from structure to structure.  

Once ignited, structure fires threaten adjacent structures and impro vements with their long 

burn time, intense radiant and convective heat, and the production of burning embers 

transported in the air to other structures and fuels.   

Numerous factors surrounding a communitiesô structural issues can and have resulted in the 

loss of structures in Siskiyou County during wildfires.   

Structural vulnerability, defensible space, and access/egress issues are covered in detail in 

Section 5.4 Structural Vulnerability and Section 6. Community Preparedness. 

The enactment of stringent building codes targeted at improving fire resistance  can significantly 

reduce the potential loss of residential structures; however, new codes and policies will not 

completely eliminate the risk.  Structure loss can still occur.   A study of the 2007 wildfires in 

San Diego County revealed that the fires destroyed 13% of homes within the fire perimeters.  

Homes built under building codes enacted in 2001 had a loss rate of 4%, while homes built 

under fire codes modified in 2004 had a loss rate of on ly 2% (Rahn, 2009).   Figure 5 depicts 

the number of structure destroyed by wildfire in California from 1989 through 2017.   

Devastation in the path of northern Californiaôs 2017 and 2018 wildfires has resulted in 

unprecedented financial toll on homeowners, businesses and entire communities.  For individual 

homeowners, in addition to  the expense of rebuilding a home, there are repair or replacement 

costs for smoke damage, living expenses while rebuilding, re-landscaping costs, and 

replacement of personal belongings and vehicles.  The emotional toll of losing family heirlooms, 

family pictures and keepsakes, or other priceless belongings is incalculable.  Many homeowners 

do not purchase even the most basic hazard insurance and/or may be underinsured, thus 

exacerbating the financial burden faced. 
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Figure 4 ï Population/Housing Density (FRAP CAL FIRE, 20 10 )  

 

 

Figure 5  - Structures Destroyed by California  Wildfire 1987 -201 7 
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2.2.3     Critical Infrastructure and Municipal Facilities  

Wildfires can cause significant damage to critical infrastructure 

and municipal facilities and affect water resources, resulting in 

substantial economic losses.  The 2018 Klamathon Fire was a 

clear example as Interstate 5 and the Central Oregon and 

Pacific Railroad lines were closed, causing financial impacts to 

commercial shipping; hydropower assets and facilities including  

Iron Gate Reservoir, Copco Lake, and the Hornbrook water 

system were also threatened. 

Added to the costs of repairing or rebuilding municipal facilities 

are those of lost work time, te mporary rental of other buildings 

or offices, and moving expenses.  Wildfire losses can reduce tax revenues in a number of 

categories such as sales and county taxes, as well as business revenue and property loss that 

accumulate over the long term.  Private and commercial properties that escape damage in the 

fire may still experience dramatic drops in value as the area recovers. 

Economic and financial losses can have long-term effects on a communityôs economic vitality.  

It can take days, weeks, or mo nths to repair critical infrastructure, restore services, and rebuild 

businesses following a wildfire.  Taxpayers feel the squeeze of these repairs as each state 

typically reimburses the majority of costs incurred by the companies paying for the repairs  

(Diaz, 2012). 

 

Roads  

Areas outside of incorporated communities have limited options for access/egress with many 

road systems having only one access/egress route.  Road systems within the County can quickly 

become congested during a wildfire as evacuations of the public and responding emergency 

services personnel compete for space on primary travel routes within and adjacent to 

communities.  Additional infrastructure impediments include: narrow winding roads, steep 

roads, vegetation encroachment into roadways, gates, bridges, addresses not clearly visible 

from the road systems, unlit roads and intersections, unlit street signage, and limited 

turnaround capabilities.   

During the Boles Fire, heavy traffic on Interstate 5 led to delays in first responders reaching the 

fire.  The Klamathon and Delta fires resulted in the closure of Interstate 5, with the use of 

alternate routes on smaller road systems leading to traffic congestion and collisions. 

 

Utilities, Facilities, Services  

Repairing and/or replacing critical infrastructure and restoring basic services after a disaster is a 

top priority for both public and private agencies and utility companies.  Damage to electric 

power, satellite and cable communications, roadways, railroads, water district assets, and fire 

and police facilities can impact hospitals, stores, schools and other public services.  These 

agencies and companies can incur significant repair, restoration, and rehabilitation costs. 

2018 Delta Fire at Interstate 5 
Courtesy of Patrick Titus, Cal OES 
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As an example of severe infrastructure outcomes, for wildfires that occurred in 2017 alone, 

Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) is expected to have to pay at least $2.5 billion and possibly 

much more in liability damages. Following the catastrophic 2018 fires, on  January 14, 

2019, PG&E announced that it was filing for Chapter 11 Bankruptcy in response to the financial 

challenges associated with 2017 and 2018 Northern California wildfires (Kousky et.al, 2018) 

 

Figure 6 ï CPUC Fire-Threat Map ( http://cpuc.ca.gov/FireThreatMaps )  

 

NOTE: There is a PG&E Tier 3 portion of Siskiyou County in the vicinity of Somes Bar where an estimated 

100 homes will be affected by the upcoming Public Safety Power Shut Off program.  

 

Water resources  

Rivers, lakes, ponds, tanks, and wells compose a network of water sources that supply our 

communities, representing a key infrastructure element .  During a wildfire emergency this water 

source network becomes a critical factor for suppression personnel in conducting safe and 

effective operations, including evacuation assistance.  It is imperative that each community 

NOTE 
 

As part of its commitment to reducing wildfire risk, in February 2019 PG&E submitted its 2019 

Wildfire Safety Plan.  This updated plan includes additional safety precautions and a 

significantly expanded Public Safety Power Shutoff program.  This affects transmission lines 

that pass through areas designated by the California Public Utilities Commission (CPUC) as 

Fire Threat Areas Tier 2 (Elevated) and Tier 3 (Extreme).  See Figure 6 for the northern 

California portion of the CPUCôs Fire-Threat Map.  

http://cpuc.ca.gov/FireThreatMaps/











































































































































































































































































































































































































































